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Dear Friends,
During recent months, I’ve been thinking about this question:
What is most precious to me? In an age of uncertainty, some
immediate priorities stand above the rest: family, friends, church,
and work. Whether it is meeting with our students, fellow faculty
and staff, or fellow alumni, I know how valuable interactions
between us are. Nowadays, it seems that one-on-one communica-
tion is one of life’s luxuries. Although I’m unable to speak with
each one of you personally, I hope you get our message loud and
clear: We appreciate you! This is why I am pleased to present our
summer 2005 issue of Loma Linda NURSE. I hope you enjoy
reading this issue along with our donor report. You may be sur-
prised to be hearing from me. I am still dean of the School of
Nursing while the search for the next dean continues.
There are some exciting things happening in our School, and I am thrilled to share them with you. We
have been busy preparing for a new school year with undergraduate enrollment up close to 400 and
graduate enrollment to 60, while at the same time enjoying our centennial year with all of its special
events. In addition, another research proposal has been funded by NIH! 
The graduate program has offered its first two sessions of our off-campus international master’s pro-
gram in Thailand and Argentina. The undergraduate program is working to offer our RN/BS program in
Japan and China. So we have been busy and excited as graduate and undergraduate faculty teach in
other countries and cultures.
We are always so thankful for you, our alumni and friends, who continue to support our worthy stu-
dents and projects. As you will see in the current donor report, 2003–2004 was another outstanding
year for donor support. We thank you for your continued support of our programs.
Finally, in this issue, you will find an excerpt of our new School of Nursing book that is being prepared
to celebrate the centennial. The book will be available this November. Reserve your copy now and
enjoy the story of our School.
Thank you for your continued prayers and thoughts. Enjoy the magazine!
Sincerely,
Helen Emori King, PhD, RN
Dean, School of Nursing
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Elizabeth Johnston Taylor,PhD, RN, associate professor
at LLUSN, received funding for a
two-year project titled “‘What
Should I Say?’: Educating Nurses
to Provide Healing Responses to
Patients’ Spiritual Concerns.”
This project is supported by a
grant from the John Templeton
Foundation, which finances proj-
ects exploring the creative inter-
face between science and religion. 
The $174,219 grant, which
began in February of this year,
allows Dr. Taylor to develop and
evaluate an educational curricu-
lum that will teach nurses and
other health care professionals
about how to respond to patients’
expressions of spiritual suffering.
The outcome of the project will
be a self-study workbook with a
supplemental DVD. 
Dr. Taylor’s rationale for this
project comes from her own expe-
riences and questions as well as
those of some of her students.
“When a patient or a family mem-
ber says, ‘Why did God leave me?’
or ‘What should I do with my life
now?’ or ‘There’s no reason to live
anymore’ or even ‘I wish I could
be kind like you, nurse,’ how
should the clinician respond?” Dr.
Taylor asks. “This is a project
designed to answer my own ques-
tion, ‘what should I say?’”
As a nurse researcher, Dr.
Taylor has spent 15 years study-
LLUSN professor receives grant
for educating nurses about spiritual caregiving
| news |
ing spiritual responses to illness.
With this project, Dr. Taylor not
only investigates techniques for
one aspect of spiritual care, but
also some methods for teaching
this to nurses.
“During the past couple of
decades, nurses have increasingly
valued this notion of spiritual
care,” she says. “We’ve even begun
to research it, but the research
thus far leaves a lot left to learn.” 
Although current nursing pro-
grams include spiritual care edu-
cation, they do not specifically
address how to offer appropriate
verbal responses to patients’
expressions of spiritual distress,
doubt, and dismay.
During the first year of the proj-
ect, Dr. Taylor will be researching
and developing the curriculum.
Experts from various disciplines
such as chaplaincy, psychology,
and spiritual direction will be con-
vened to contribute to and critique
this curriculum.
Once the information is gath-
ered, Dr. Taylor will develop a
workbook for nurses to study
independently. The workbook will
consist of text as well as exercises
and include a DVD with illustra-
tive vignettes.
After pilot-testing the curricu-
lum, year two of the project will
involve collecting data from 300
student and practicing nurse par-
ticipants who volunteer to com-
plete the curriculum and several
instruments to be used for pre-
and post-testing. How the partici-
pants score on the instruments
before and after they complete
the curriculum will inform the
nurse educators about how help-
ful such a method is for teaching
spiritual care. The data will also
identify what factors contribute to
successful learning.
Although the School of Nursing
undoubtedly will require all of its
students to complete the curricu-
lum, this project’s outcome will be
useful to a much wider audience
of health care professionals. 
“Ultimately, I hope that this
work will improve patient’s spiri-
tual and overall health,” expresses
Dr. Taylor. “Because when we cli-
nicians provide insightful, caring
responses to spiritual suffering,
that is when healing begins.”
Elizabeth Johnston Taylor, PhD, RN
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the same or similar ethnicity as far
as possible. 
The data regarding the shortage
of nurses in general, and underrep-
resented groups in particular, indi-
cates that it is imperative that
nursing be more diligent in aggres-
sively recruiting and educating
individuals to meet the demands
for a diverse nursing workforce in
California, the Inland Empire, and
the nation. 
“Based on this data, it is clear
that some groups are underrepre-
sented in California and the Inland
Empire,” says Dr. Condon.
“Recruitment and retention of cul-
turally diverse RN student popula-
tions in all programs must occur to
provide care to an increasingly
diverse Inland Empire population.”
For more information on the
PRN project, please contact Vaneta
Condon at (909) 558-1000, ext.
83826 or <vcondon@llu.edu> or
Charlie Jo Morgan at ext. 45438 or
<cmorgan@llu.edu>.
to them, but nursing is a wonderful
career choice,” adds Dr. Condon.
Financial benefits of PRN
include a tuition discount of
$1,000 per quarter for the first
three quarters the student is
enrolled at LLUSN, a stipend of
$250 per month to be used for liv-
ing expenses while a nursing stu-
dent at LLUSN, or scholarships of
at least $750 per quarter for
tuition, fees, and books during the
PRN funding period. 
Other PRN benefits include free
testing to determine specific
knowledge and skills levels, an
individualized program of classes
based on testing results, individual-
ized advising, peer group support,
peer mentoring, free study
groups/tutoring for difficult classes,
a free Kaplan review course to pre-
pare for exam to become a regis-
tered nurse, and a new computer
and printer for home use, if
needed. In addition, each pipeline
student has an academic adviser of
Aproject to encourage nursingdiversity began in the School
of Nursing in July 2004. The proj-
ect, “Pipeline to Registered
Nursing: Increasing Diversity,”
assists students in obtaining a
baccalaureate degree in nursing.
It was initiated to substantially
benefit groups that are underrep-
resented in nursing and to help
meet the nursing needs locally
and nationally. 
“This is a recruitment and
retention program that begins at
an elementary school level to
encourage nursing as a career
option,” says Vaneta Condon,
PhD, RN, “Pipeline to Registered
Nursing” (PRN) project director.
Dr. Condon and Charlie Jo
Morgan, PhD, RN, co-authored
the project proposal, which allows
25 new students a year for three
years to enter the baccalaureate
nursing program at LLU. The
almost $840,000 grant for this
project was awarded by the U.S.
Health Resources and Services
Administration.
Selection criteria for the proj-
ect include an ethnicity underrep-
resented in nursing, motivation/
persistence, self-esteem/realistic
self-appraisal, presence of strong
support person/systems, GPA,
critical thinking, and ATI compos-
ite score. 
“A lot of students aren’t even
aware that these options are open
LLUSN receives $840,000
grant for nursing diversity project
| news |
L
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| feature |
oma Linda University School of
Nursing enjoys a rich history. It is
embraced by the heritage of the
Seventh-day Adventist denomina-
tion’s compassionate health care min-
istry, which began with the opening
of the Western Health Reform
Institute on September 5, 1866, in
Battle Creek, Michigan. By the turn
of the 20th century, Seventh-day
Adventists had established 27 sanitar-
iums and treatment rooms in the
United States and abroad.
By 1902, Ellen G. White, one
of the co-founders of the denomi-
nation, had developed a burden
for establishing a strong medical
missionary work in Southern
California. From her home near
St. Helena, California, Mrs. White
had predicted that unoccupied
properties on which buildings
were already erected, in localities
especially suited to sanitarium
work, would “be offered to us at
much less than their original
cost.” Mrs. White assured church
leaders that unusual bargains
might be found. Could such a
statement possibly come true?
Two years later, a National City
facility (near San Diego, now
Paradise Valley Hospital) repre-
sented an investment of $25,000.
Church members eventually pur-
chased it for only $4,000. Also in
1904, owners of the $50,000
Glendale Hotel, now Glendale
Adventist Medical Center, offered
it to Seventh-day Adventists for
$26,000. Later that year church
members purchased it for only
$12,000. The purchase of these
two institutions financially
strapped local church members
as well as the Southern California
Conference of the denomination,
which eventually assumed owner-
ship. And not long before, the
Seventh-day Adventist General
Conference had established a no-
debt policy.
| 7 |Loma Linda NURSE
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Though to all appearances it
seemed financially impossible,
even irresponsible, Ellen White
urged that the Church should
acquire an institution in Loma
Linda.
Three years before, Ellen
White described a property she
had seen during a vision of the
night. On October 10, 1901, she
wrote in her journal that she
seemed to be living there, and
described patients sitting in
wheelchairs, outdoors, under
shade trees that seemed to form
tent-like canopies.
In May of 1905, Pastor John
Burden reported he had evalu-
ated 76 acres 5 miles from
Redlands, which matched her
description. He learned that the
facilities on the property had
been built in the late 1880s by
land speculators. The caretaker
of the property had told Pastor
Burden that the $155,000 invest-
ment could be purchased for
$110,000. 
When the financially embar-
rassed Loma Linda Association
dropped the price to $45,000,
Pastor Burden asked what the
lowest amount the owners would
accept was, and they said they
would settle for $40,000. Finally,
in 1905, Loma Linda fit Mrs.
White’s 1901 and 1902 descrip-
tions. Not only did its trees form
tent-like canopies, but it was
unoccupied and offered for much
less than its original cost.
Because the Loma Linda
Association investors wanted to
recover as much of their invest-
ment as possible as soon as possi-
ble, after a $5,000 down payment
and three monthly payments of
$5,000 each were to be made, the
remaining half—$20,000—was
due at the end of three years.
Loma Linda’s owners agreed
with Pastor Burden to hold the
property for $1,000 until June 15,
when the remainder of the $5,000
down payment would be due.
Pastor Burden didn’t even have
the first thousand dollars, but he
did know that Ellen White had
said money “would come from
unexpected sources.”
One of John Burden’s friends,
R. S. Owen of San Fernando,
remembered hearing a man say
that he would donate to a good
cause if he could sell some of
his property. On Thursday after-
noon, May 25, 1905, Pastor
Burden and Mr. Owen went by
rail to the man’s farm south of
Los Angeles near the coast. 
After sharing Mrs. White’s
telegram and letters, the farmer
suddenly exclaimed, “Praise the
Lord. I have been praying for
months for the Lord to send me
a buyer for my place, that I
might get out of the city and
devote my means to advance
His cause.”
Pastor Burden later wrote,
“Without hesitation he turned
over to us $2,400. It was such a
surprise it fairly took our
School of Nursing students receive their diplomas during the College of
Medical Evangelist’s (now LLU) 1934 graduation.
| terms of purchase |
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breath. We finally recovered
our poise and said: ‘We have no
receipt, brother.’ He said that
was all right, as the Lord was in
this thing. This experience,
simple though it was, strength-
ened our faith that God was in
the move, and ever afterward
held us steady as perplexities
arose which caused us to doubt
that the Lord was leading.”
The next day, Friday after-
noon, May 26, 1905, participants
came to Loma Linda to sign the
contract of sale. Because it was
nearing sunset and the Sabbath
was about to begin, Pastor
Burden and the few Church
members with him postponed
the signing of the papers until
the following Monday. On the
intervening Sunday, May 28,
Pastor Burden received a
telegram from his supervisor, G.
W. Reaser, president of the
Southern California Conference,
who was at Church headquarters
in Takoma Park, Maryland. It
read, “Developments here war-
rant advising do not make deposit
on sanitarium.” 
What should John Burden
do? Mrs. White had directed
him to proceed with the Loma
Linda purchase. Now, because it
seemed certain that there would
be no funds to make the total
deposit much less the subse-
quent payments, Pastor
Burden’s immediate supervisor,
the conference president, had
told him to cancel the deal. But,
at Mrs. White’s urging, and with
her assurance that the Lord
would provide, on Monday, May
29, 1905, Pastor Burden paid
$1,000 to secure an option to
buy Loma Linda. By taking per-
sonal responsibility, he did not
obligate the denomination. He
would forfeit the money as well
as the property if the down pay-
ment or any of the subsequent
payments could not be made. 
Encouraged by Mrs. White’s
strong recommendations, local
Church members contributed
the remaining funds needed for
the June 15 down payment. The
July payment—another
$5,000—was due shortly. On
July 26, 1905, the due date for
the second payment, the confer-
ence committee of the Southern
California Conference met in
emergency session in Los
Angeles. The atmosphere was
tense. The $5,000 payment was
due at 2:00 p.m. They didn’t
have any of it. 
Because Mrs. White had
stated that money would come
from “unexpected sources,”
someone suggested that the
group wait for the morning mail.
Soon they heard the postman
walking up the stairs. The mail
included a letter from a woman
in Atlantic City, New Jersey. The
Teachers and students join in a “medical evangelistic” tour in the Sanitarium
truck. Circa 1913.
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sender was unknown to anyone
on the committee and is
unknown to this day. The letter
had traveled for possibly weeks,
completely across the continent.
Inside was a bank draft for
$5,000, the exact amount
needed four hours later on that
deadline day. Suddenly, there
wasn’t a dry eye in the place.
Pastor Burden later reported, “It
was as solemn as the judgment
day…. We then took new
courage, as we felt that our Lord
was going before us.” 
Other unlooked-for funds
from various persons made it
possible to pay for Loma Linda,
not in almost four years, but in
less than six months, thus gain-
ing additional discounts totaling
$1,100. 
Pastor Burden and Mrs. White
began immediately to invite
those who should “give the right
mold to the work of this new
educational center.” 
As the remarkable story 
of the purchase of Loma 
Linda spread throughout the
denomination, potential
employees responded and
started converging on Loma
Linda from across the nation.
Because of Ellen White’s pro-
found influence and what
observers believed to be provi-
dential evidence, pioneers felt
they were under a Divine man-
date to make the Loma Linda
Sanitarium a success. 
In the fall of 1905, Ellen White
asked Elder and Mrs. Stephen N.
Haskell, Bible teachers from the
East, to join the staff at Loma
Linda. In September 1905, Ellen
White invited Julia Ann White,
MD (no relation), a class of 1900
graduate of the American Medical
Missionary College, the educa-
tional affiliate of the Battle Creek
Sanitarium, to connect with the
Loma Linda Sanitarium as soon
as possible. Shortly after her
arrival in November 1905, she
became its “first lady physician,”
and insisted that nursing instruc-
tion begin almost immediately.
Three nursing students who had
transferred from Glendale and
Nebraska were joined by four
others in 1906. The two-year
school graduated seven nurses in
1907. 
| a nurse’s school |
Members of the School of Nursing class of 1910 pose for a picture.
Pictured above is the Loma Linda
Sanitarium. Mrs. Ellen G. White
urged the purchase of this 64-room
building on 76 acres of land.
| feature |
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To appreciate Dr. White’s
efforts, a brief history of nursing
education between 1890 and
1901 provides some perspective.
There were no professional
standards or legal requirements
to guide in the formation of a
school. Students were considered
a source of cheap labor for the
hospital, so schools were opened
in institutions where few educa-
tional opportunities existed.
Students were frequently over-
worked; hospital assignments
took precedence over school
requirements, needs for adequate
rest and recreation were over-
looked or forgotten. A work week
of 60 or even 80 hours was not
uncommon.
On the contrary, Dr. White
believed that a nurses’ training
school should be a place of learn-
ing, where students were not
exploited, but where they could
obtain an education. Basing her
program on sound educational
principles, she and her associates
developed a seven-hour work-
day—42 hours in a six-day
week—a most unusual curricu-
lum for the day. Furthermore,
one hour of the seven was to be
devoted to some kind of outdoor
activity, “for the benefit it will be
to the health, and to come in
contact with nature.”
By the end of the year, 64
guests had registered at the Loma
Late one evening a consecrated nurse offers to pray with her patient in an
example of spiritual nursing care in action. Circa 1950.
Linda Sanitarium. By June 30,
1906, Sanitarium accounts were
more than $1,000 in the black. 
In April 1906, a council con-
sisting of members of the Pacific
Union Conference and the
Southern California Conference
committees met with Mrs. White
in Loma Linda to finalize plans for
opening The Loma Linda College
of Evangelists. They called
Professor Warren E. Howell, prin-
cipal of Healdsburg College, in
Northern California, to lead the
new venture. 
At 10:00 a.m., September 20,
1906, a portion of the faculty met
for morning devotions and
declared school in session. They
made no lesson assignments
because there were no students.
However, by October 4, the
remainder of the faculty and
approximately 35 students had
arrived and instruction began. 
In February 1908, 17 months
after the College of Evangelists
opened, a local committee met in
Loma Linda to study relation-
ships between the educational
institutions in Southern
California. It seemed obvious that
some young people should be
educated as fully accredited
physicians. But the committee
estimated that laboratories and
other needed facilities for a med-
ical school would cost $40,000 to
$50,000—more than the original
cost of the Sanitarium.
| 12 | Loma Linda NURSE
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Celebrating success: Centennial Fellows 
Campaign is completed and donor wall unveiled
Friends, faculty, and programparticipants celebrated the
unveiling of the Centennial
Fellows Campaign donor wall dur-
ing the School of Nursing home-
coming, held April 3, 2005. What
started as an idea from a faculty
member, Lois Van Cleve, PhD,
RN, FAAN, grew into a $1 million
dream and became a reality. This
year, the Centennial Fellows pro-
gram was completed—reaching
and surpassing its goal with 55
Fellowship commitments. 
“We are so grateful to all who
participated in this program—it
was a real blessing to work with
each person involved and espe-
cially Dr. King, who spearheaded
the program,” says Diana Fisher,
MA, former director of develop-
ment, School of Nursing. 
Launched during the
2000–2001 school year, the
Centennial Fellows program is a
special financial giving cam-
paign through which Centennial
Fellows help to celebrate the
School’s first centennial (in




friends and alumni of the School
of Nursing and the University
who will help create a $1 mil-
lion endowment fund,” says Ms.
Fisher. “This fund will support
all the educational and scholar-
ship programs within the
School.”
Individuals and/or groups
were named as “Centennial
Fellows” with a gift of $20,000
or more.
The donor wall celebration
took place immediately follow-
ing the Kathryn Jensen Nelson
Brunch on Sunday morning,
April 3. With J. Lynn Martell,
DMin, vice chancellor for
advancement for Loma Linda
University, presiding, the
Centennial Wall was unveiled in
the lobby of West Hall on the
campus of LLU. B. Lyn
Behrens, MBBS, president of
the University, and Richard H.
Hart, MD, DrPH, chancellor of
the University, were present to
congratulate and thank the
Centennial Fellow donors for
their vision and generosity to
the School of Nursing.
“I am thrilled with the enthu-
siastic support of our alumni and
friends, which enabled us to
complete the Centennial Fellows
campaign one year early,” stated
Helen King, PhD, RN, dean of the
School of Nursing, during the
unveiling. “Thank you for helping
us to provide for the future of the
School of Nursing.”
For more information on
becoming involved in this pro-
gram, please contact Sherri J.
Vasquez, MBA, director of devel-
opment, School of Nursing, at
(909) 558-7093 or on the web at
<www.llu.edu/llu/nursing>.You
can also send e-mail directly to
<svasquez@llu.edu>.
Loma Linda University leadership pose for a picture with major Centennial 
Fellows following the wall unveiling. Pictured from left are Richard Hart, MD,
DrPH; William Swatek, MD; Rose Swatek; Marjorie Jessie; Claran Jesse, MD; 
B. Lyn Behrens, MBBS; and Helen King, PhD, RN.
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To commemorate the School of Nursing’s 100th birthday during the 2005–2006 school year, the following
individuals have made a special commitment; they have become Centennial Fellows. With commitments of
$20,000 or more to the Centennial Endowment Fund, these generous donors have caught the vision of creat-
ing a better future for the School of Nursing. We are deeply grateful for their gifts. 
Platinum Fellowships
• William & Rose Swatek
Diamond Fellowships
• Class of 1952—Golden anniversary gift
Centennial Fellows
• Colleeen Ackerman-Hillmann
• Kathleen Miller-Anderson & Jim Anderson
• Nancy Bergstrom
• Shayne Bigelow-Price
• In memory of Mariel Jean Blaine
• Elizabeth Bossert, Dynnette Hart, and Patricia Jones
• In memory of Edna Angell Brown, RN, SN ’30
• Bessie Wat Ching
• Class of 1953—Golden anniversary gift
• Class of 1954 A & B—Golden anniversary gift
• Class of 1958 A & B—Golden anniversary gift
• Class of 1959
• Class of 1960
• Vincent & Alice Dachary
• Marcia Dunbar (parts 1 & 2) and Peggy Burns (part 3)
• Lian Ishikawa Funada & Dean Funada
• Marilyn Herrmann
• Jack & Joan Hilde
• Lucille C. Innes, in memory of Marcia Darrah Buchanan, first librarian of the Lovelace Foundation of 
New Mexico
• Dr. Claran & Marjorie Jesse
• Margaret Elloway Kaufman & Leonard Kaufman
• Eleanor Bullock Keller, ’57B, in memory of Evalyn Bullock, WM ’30, and Evelyn Gieske Bullock, WM ’29
• Nellie Kimbrough
• Bill & Debbie King
• Helen & William King
• Jeff, Julie, Stefani, & Jeffrey James Leeper
• LLUMC Executive Nursing Leadership
• LLUSN Alumni Association, Life Members
• LLUSN faculty in honor of Dr. Helen King
• In memory of James R. McNaughton
• Jean Kinzer Murdoch
• Bertha & Paul Plummer
• Patricia Pothier and Lois Van Cleve
• Karen J. Radke
• Mark & Anita Schultz
• Sigma Theta Tau International, Gamma Alpha Chapter, LLUSN
• Arlene Taylor
• Betty Winslow
| centennial fellows |




Sherri J. Vasquez, MBA, hasbeen appointed director of
development for the School of
Nursing at Loma Linda
University. Ms. Vasquez joined
the advancement team of Loma
Linda University Adventist
Health Sciences Center on
March 15, 2005.
Ms. Vasquez graduated from
Southern Adventist University,
Collegedale, Tennessee, and later
pursued graduate studies at
Loma Linda University. She then
received her master’s of business
administration at California State
University, San Bernardino,
where she also enjoyed teaching
at a college level. 
She has worked as a research
assistant on a cancer research
team at Loma Linda University
and was also part of an informa-
tion technology projects team at
Loma Linda University Medical
Center. Previous to coming to
LLU, she worked as director of
Internet media for Faith For
Today Television, Simi Valley,
and has also utilized her busi-
ness and research skills with var-
ious independent projects.
Born in Colorado, her travels
and interests have taken her to
many parts of the world includ-
ing South America and Eastern
and Western Europe, where she
studied for a time in Spain.
Sherri enjoys meeting new peo-
ple, singing, running, and being
out in nature. 
Sherri is delighted to be a 
part of the team at LLUSN and
looks forward to meeting you.
You may contact her at (909)
558-7093 or e-mail her at
<svasquez@llu.edu>.
Sherri J. Vasquez, MBA
| centennial events schedule |
Fall Convocation October 19, 2005
Loma Linda City Parade and Fair October 16, 2005
School of Nursing Open House November 1, 2005
School of Nursing Centennial Book available for purchase November 1, 2005
School of Nursing Diversity Conference November 9, 2005
Loma Linda University Centennial Alumni Weekend November 11–13, 2005
Special luncheon hosted by the School of Nursing November 12
School of Nursing Alumni Weekend March 31–April 1
A
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ppearing in this issue of Loma Linda NURSE is the donor report for the fiscal year 2003–2004 (July 1, 2003, to
June 30, 2004). We are grateful for your generous gifts to our various School projects. It is continued support
from our alumni and friends that makes it possible for the School of Nursing to continue its mission of educating
Christian nurses for the future. Thank you. 
*DENOTES KATHRYN JENSEN NELSON SOCIETY MEMBER (HAS GIVEN $250 OR MORE)
~DENOTES DECEASED


















































































































































































































































































































| 2003–2004 donor report |
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*General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists
*Kaiser Systems, Inc.
*LLU School of Nursing Alumni 
Association
*SN Class of 1979—25th 
Anniversary Gift
*San Antonio Radiological 
Medical Group
*The Community Foundation
*The Ralph and Carolyn 
Thompson Charitable
Foundation
Wood and Huston Bank
| 2003–2004 donor report |
| alumni luncheon |
A special alumni luncheon will be 
held Sabbath afternoon, November 12, 
at 1:00 p.m. in West Hall. 
For more information, please contact 
Hazel Wood at <hwood@llu.edu>.
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Dear Alumnus,
Greetings from the Nurse’s Alumni Association of LLUSN! As you
know this is a special year for our alma mater: 100 years of pro-
viding excellent training of nurses, or, as our motto reads: A
Century of Caring. 
Our centennial year began with the Alumni Homecoming
Weekend celebration, with the research conference, “Global
Health: Providing Quality Care with Evidence-Based Nursing
Practice.” This was planned and sponsored by the class of 1955
alumni. It was well attended and appreciated by all. 
The celebration is continuing. In November there will be a
Centennial Alumni Weekend. During the weekend of November 11 through 13 there will be a celebra-
tion of Global Service and National Service of alumni from all schools of the university. Many services
and receptions are planned. You won’t want to miss this special weekend!
At that time a great new book by Dick Schaefer telling the history of the School of Nursing will be avail-
able for purchase. Many months of research, writing, and editing have been put in to this project. There
are other ways to support the School as well. This includes encouraging prospective students to contact
the School. Let us remember that nursing is a noble and demanding profession that requires courage,
strength, and personal commitment.
Remember also to support the House of Thrift shop, which helps bring in funds for the alumni 
scholarships that are given to deserving students. It also provides employment for individuals who have
no work.
As we celebrate this century of caring, may we remember what nursing is about and why our profession
is special, and above all, may we remember the mission of our school—to make man whole!
Sincerely,
Patricia E. Dirksen, RN ’55B
President
Alumni Association
| letter from the alumni association president |
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After a century of caring, theSchool of Nursing cele-
brated its 100 years of exis-
tence with an alumni weekend
held March 31 to April 3. 
The weekend began with a
research conference sponsored
by the class of 1955 (see story
on page 26). 
Friday afternoon, alumni of
the School were invited to an
open house held at West Hall.
Guests registered for the week-
end, and were then treated with
a tour of the school, highlighted
by a centennial display pre-
sented by the Heritage Room.
Richard Schaefer, LLU histo-
rian,  gave brief historical
vignettes to visitors.
Friday evening featured “A
Century of Caring: The LLU
School of Nursing Journey.”
Zelne Zamora, MSN, RN,
assistant professor of nursing,
and president of the Alumni
Association, presented a
slideshow featuring the high-
lights of each of the honored
years.
On Saturday, the golden
anniversary class of 1955
hosted both the Sabbath School
and the church service at
University Church, followed by
a potluck in West Hall.
Sabbath afternoon brought
the focus of the centennial
weekend to the heritage cottage
area behind Nichol Hall. It was
here that the School of Nursing
had a special dramatic presen-
tation titled “A Century of
Caring.” 
“A Century of Caring” was
written by Alexandria Harter,
religion and drama teacher at
Loma Linda Academy. 
The drama presentation had
four School of Nursing faculty
and students dressed in vintage
clothing portraying a certain
personage in the history of the
School.
Dynnette Hart, PhD, RN,
associate professor of nursing,
played “Grace;” Deleise Wilson,
MA, RN, assistant professor of
nursing, played “Winifred;”
Catherine Comilang, School of
Nursing student, played “Irene;”




was open to the public and had
two showings. Almost 100 peo-
ple attended the first showing,
more than double what was
expected.
Following the dramatic pres-
entation, Mr. Schaefer gave a
brief history of how Loma Linda
University was purchased. This
seemed especially poignant
| alumni homecoming |
School of Nursing celebrates 
100 years with alumni weekend
From left, Lou Anne Ruminson Kent-Aaen, class of 1969, poses for a picture
after vespers with her mother, Marie Jackson Ruminson, class of 1941, and her
daughter, Sharna Aaen, class of 2006. Lou Anne, Marie, and Sharna 
represent three generations of School of Nursing graduates.
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against the backdrop of 
the more than 100-year-old
cottages.
Saturday evening was the
Alumni Banquet held at Wong
Kerlee International
Conference Center. 
Several awards were also
presented, including two
Alumna of the Year Awards.
Doreen Mary Louise
Elvedahl-Kuhn, RN; and Ina
(Britta) Muderspach, RN, MS,
both members of the class of
1955, were recipients of the
Alumna of the Year Award.
Helen (Emori) King, PhD,
RN, dean of the School of
Nursing, received the Lifetime
Achievement Award. Dr. King
has announced that she will be
retiring at the end of this
school year. 
Carolyn (Pierce) Thompson,
RN, was presented with the
Philanthropic Award.
For many years, the Alumni
Association has had as one of
its goals to recognize excel-
lence in students and alumni
through awards. An Alumna of
the Year Award has been pre-
sented to deserving alumni
since 1967. The Alumni
Association Board was con-
cerned that the organization’s
goal was not being fully met,
as students achieving excel-
lence were not being recog-
nized. A committee was formed
and the description, criteria,
eligibility, nature of the award,
and procedure for application
were created in 1995. The first
Merit Scholarships were given
to students in 1996.
The Merit Scholarship is 
conferred annually to one
undergraduate student and 
one graduate student who best
demonstrate excellence in their
respective programs. The award
criteria are based on the pur-
poses of Sigma Theta Tau
International, the honor society
of nursing.
Rachael Askea; Toby D.
Richards; Ahlam Jadalla, RN,
MSN; and Iris Mamier, MNEd,
received Merit Scholarships for
2005.
A missions report was also
presented during the banquet,
highlighting the mission work
that was supported by alumni
during 2004 and 2005.
The Alumni Association 
was able to help three schools
of nursing where alumni are
faculty—in Nigeria, Mexico,
and West Indies—with a total 
of $5,000. Funds were also
given to help pay postage for
nursing books sent to schools 
in Pakistan, India, and Africa.
Following the missions
report was the House of Thrift
report. During the past fiscal
year, the Association received
$12,828 from House of Thrift
profits. 
These funds will be used 
for Alumni Association proj-
ects. In addition, clothes, bed-
ding, food, and other items
exceeding $900,000 in value
were donated to several organi-
zations including ADRA,
Banning and La Sierra
Community Services, House of
Mercy in Mexico, Romanian
Church, and the Banning
School District.
The School of Nursing
Alumni Association then
thanked House of Thrift volun-
teers Anabelle Hills, Dwayne
Jones, Mignon Mosley, Lloyd
and Helen Mickelsen, Shirley
Plata, and Rose Anjeo.
Deleise Wilson, MA, RN, assistant pro-
fessor of nursing, presents the story of
“Winifred.” Ms. Wilson is dressed in a
vintage nursing uniform.
| alumni homecoming |
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Doreen Mary Louise Elvedahl-Kuhn graduated from the
College of Medical Evangelists
(CME, now Loma Linda
University School of Nursing)
with a BS degree in 1955. After
graduation she began her profes-
sional career at White Memorial
Hospital on the neurology and
neurosurgery unit, where she
became head nurse.
Doreen was born in British
Columbia, Canada, where she grew
up and attended elementary and
high school. Her aunts, who were
nurses, inspired her to study nurs-
ing. After completing pre-nursing at
Walla Walla College in Washington,
she was accepted at CME for the
1955A class. A broken leg as a
result of a skiing accident delayed
her entry and she became a mem-
ber of the 1955B class.
She met the love of her life,
Irvin Kuhn, also a Canadian from
British Columbia, who graduated
from CME School of Medicine in
1955. Elder Frank Moran married
them in 1956 in Los Angeles.
After Irvin’s medicine residency,
Doreen’s career path included a
move to Vancouver, where she
did staff nursing at Vancouver
General Hospital for a year. The
Kuhns then moved to Willowdale
in North Toronto, where she
taught in the North York Branson
Hospital School of Nursing. In
1961, she and Irvin accepted a
| alumni homecoming |
Doreen Mary Louise Elvedahl-Kuhn 
named School of Nursing alumna of the year
mission appointment to Bangkok
Adventist Hospital in Thailand. 
In 1964, they moved back to
Willowdale for a few months,
where Doreen served as acting
director of the school of nursing
prior to moving to Seattle,
Washington. There she worked as
a staff nurse at the University of
Washington Medical Center. She
soon found a position on the clin-
ical research unit at King County
Medical Center as a research
assistant. Doreen returned to
Loma Linda in August of 1966
and joined the faculty of the
School of Nursing.
Since 1968, Doreen has
devoted her nursing skills to her
family. At that time she and
Irvin adopted a week-old daugh-
ter, and, a few months later,
another daughter at nine
months of age. In 1970, Doreen
gave birth to a son. 
Doreen says, “I have experi-
enced nursing as a grand profes-
sion. It provided me with
opportunities which I may not
have had otherwise.”
She has maintained the class
letter through these 50 years and
inspired her classmates to create
the Catherine Graf Nursing
Faculty Research Endowment
Fund to assist faculty in their
research projects.
The Alumni Association com-
mends Doreen Mary Louise
Elvedahl-Kuhn with the Alumna
of the Year Award for her exem-
plary service to students, patients,
classmates, colleagues, family,
and community. Her vision for
scholarly endeavors of the School
of Nursing is lauded.
Doreen Mary Louise Elvedahl–Kuhn (right) proudly displays her Alumna of the
Year Award. Posing for a picture with her are Joyce Volsch, administrative
director of nursing, LLUMC, and Eva Miller, MS, RN.
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Ina (Britta) Muderspachreceived an associate of arts
degree in modern languages at
Holte Gymnasium, Denmark,
her native homeland. She went
on to complete a diploma pro-
gram in nursing 50 years ago at
Community Hospital in
Copenhagen, Denmark. 
In 1954, she married Arne H.
Muderspach, who had preceded
her as a graduate student at
Andrews University, Berrien
Springs, Michigan, two years
before. Ina continued her pursuit
of nursing education at Albright
College, Reading, Pennsylvania,
for the bachelor of science degree.
Moving to Loma Linda, she con-
| alumni homecoming |
Ina Britta Muderspach named 
School of Nursing alumna of the year
tinued her studies in the Graduate
School, completing the master of
science degree with a major in
medical surgical nursing in 1980.
Ina has served in staff nurse
positions at Glendale Adventist
Medical Center, Reading
Rehabilitation Hospital, and Loma
Linda University Medical Center.
Her specialty practice most
recently has been cardiac ther-
apy. In addition, she was an out-
standing teacher and mentor in
the undergraduate program of the
School of Nursing from 1991 until
2000, when she retired. Though
retired, she has continued to
teach part-time for the School in
critical care and fundamentals.
Ina has earned the high regard
of her colleagues and students for
her clinical expertise and class-
room teaching. Her compassion-
ate, caring relationships exemplify
the highest ideals of the University
and the School of Nursing. Her
faculty assignments have ranged
from beginning students in funda-
mentals to medical–surgical and
critical-care laboratories.
Her current students recom-
mended to the Alumni Association
that she be recognized for her
many years of service to the nurs-
ing profession. They described the
impact Ina has had on them:
“Ina is that light unto the
world that we all so want to be—
the example that we strive for,
and thanks to her witness, will
hopefully follow. She has been
caring, serving, and touching lives
as a nurse for 50 years. She is the
perfect clinical instructor with
high standards and a nurturing
way. She expects much and helps
us to be all that we can be.”
“She touched my life dramati-
cally, and I respect her so much. I
thank God that I had her in my
first clinical experience. Ina, in a
school where caring is the stan-
dard, stands out.’”
The Alumni Association is
pleased to honor Ina (Britta)
Muderspach in her 50th year as a
nurse with the Alumna of the
Year Award for 2005.
Ina (Britta) Muderspach (center), class of 1955, receives the Alumna of the
Year Award from Eva Miller, MS, RN (left), associate professor of nursing, dur-
ing the alumni banquet. Joyce Volsch looks on.
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Carolyn Pierce Thompson 
receives Philanthropic Award
ethics center at Sir Run Run
Shaw Hospital (SRRSH) in China;
assisting SRRSH in preparations
for the International Joint
Commission Accreditation;
installing new shower stalls in the
dormitory at SRRSH; donating
PowerPoint equipment and funds
for laboratory research at SRRSH;
and currently supporting Gimbie
Adventist Hospital in Gimbie,
Ethiopia, and a mission hospital
for the Tarahamara Indians in
Cree, Mexico. She serves on three
boards of directors and is presi-
dent of the Ralph and Carolyn
Thompson Charitable
Foundation, formed in 1995.
She and her husband are best
known for their philanthropy that
has supported “The Global
Partnership for Nursing” under
the direction of Patricia Jones,
RN, PhD, professor of nursing,
Receiving the Philanthropic
Award during the School of
Nursing Alumni Banquet was
Carolyn Pierce Thompson. Ms.
Thompson studied pre-nursing at
La Sierra College and graduated
from White Memorial Hospital
(now White Memorial Medical
Center) School of Nursing in
1949. She married Ralph
Thompson Jr. on July 18, 1948. 
Ms. Thompson began her nurs-
ing career as an obstetrical nurse
at Los Angeles County General
Hospital the year she graduated. 
Upon becoming a mother, she
chose to be a “stay-at-home
mom.” She and her daughter
accompanied her husband to
Fairbanks, Alaska, while he was
in the Air Force, where their sec-
ond child was born. While in
Alaska, she was ordained as elder
of the small Fairbanks Seventh-
day Adventist Church. She played
the piano for services and actively
“tended the flock” in the absence
of a resident minister. Upon com-
pleting their military obligation,
the Thompsons returned to
Southern California for Ralph’s
surgical residency. Further train-
ing took them to New York before
returning to Loma Linda.
Her many accomplishments
include assisting Jack Provonsha
in developing the LLU Center for
Christian Bioethics in 1964;
assisting in the initiation of the
and Helen King, RN, PhD, dean of
LLUSN for the past five years.
This outreach has included
Adventist nurses in Thailand,
Brazil, Africa, Romania, England,
and China. She has accompanied
faculty on these trips, acting in
capacities of conference registrar-
coordinator, photographer, and
awarding certificates.
Ms. Thompson and her husband
are proud parents of three adult
children and six grandchildren.
The alumni association honors
Carolyn Pierce Thompson, RN,
for her special gifts of vision, com-
passion, generosity of spirit, vol-
unteerism, and exemplary
philanthropy in making a differ-
ence in the personal and profes-
sional lives of Seventh-day
Adventist nurses around the
world, with the Philanthropic
Award.
Helen Emori King, PhD, RN, dean of the School of Nursing, reads the plaque
awarding the Philanthropic Award to Carolyn Pierce Thompson.
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Honored classes 
celebrate during alumni homecoming
Class of 1955A alumnae pose for a picture. They
include: (back row, from left) Jessie (Lathrop) Salido,
Ione (Weber) Weber, Mary (Elder) Elssmann, Marie
(Yaeger) Dougan, Rhoda (Gardiner) Happel, Ruth
(Lehmann) Konschuh, Berryl (Bull) Longway, Arna
(Robinson) Gilkes, and Carolyn (Boynton) Stanton;
(front row, from left) Maureen (McGee) Wheeler, Olivia
(Koovit) Bergeron, Marjorie (Low) Lui, Ann (McInturff)
Montgomery, and Virginia (Iller) Wical.
Members of the class of 1955B pose for a picture. They
include: (back row, from left) Esther (Abramoff) Wood, Beth
(Angell) Dunn, Patricia (McConnell) Dirksen, Marguerite
(Spenst) Wilcox, Marguerite (Olson) Rittenhouse, Lillian
(Vreine) Blomstedt, Joyce (Kuhn) Runge, Patricia (Clark)
Foster, Mildred (Mattison) Case, and Winsome (Shreve)
Erick; (front row, from left) Beverly (Pearson) Dobyns,
Juanita (Kalar) Hunter, Doreen Elvedahl-Kuhn, Shirley
(Smith) Swan, and Ruth (Tym) Phillips.
Class of 1948 members pose for a picture prior to the
alumni banquet. They are (back row, from left) Ellamae
(Watts) Skahen, Joyce (Taylor) Adams, Alice Ann
(Breech) Dachary, Joyce (Wilson) Hopp, and Edith
(Stoehr) Burden; (front row, from left) Bette (Duncan
Smart) O’Brien, Doris (Donaldson) Siemsen, Eileen
(Hockin) Mellor, and Peggy (Thompson) Peterson.
Members of the class of 1960 who attended homecoming
pose for a class picture, including (back row, from left)
Harriett (Crockett) Pitt, Gayle (Roberts) Widyolar, Carol
(Osgood) Mihulka, Vaneta (Mabley) Condon, Ann (Olson)
Smith, Earline (Westphal) Miller, Margaret (Elloway)
Kaufman, Lottie (Krivoshein) Tait, Jan (Zempel) Malo, and
Darlene (Camp) Fischer; (front row, from left) Kathryn
(Fessler) Lynch, Nelcine (Olson) Chen, Taye Grace Emori,
Betty (Hwang) Wang, Eunice (Requenez) Detton, Juanita
(Hartwig) Plummer, and Dana (Horne) Valente.
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Research Conference 
to commemorate School of Nursing Centennial
As a gift to commemorate theSchool of Nursing’s centen-
nial celebration, the golden
anniversary class of 1955 spon-
sored a research conference that
focused on global health.
Held March 31 in Wong Kerlee
International Conference Center,
the conference was titled “Global
Health: Providing Quality Care
with Evidence-Based Nursing
Practice.” 
“Global health is a broad con-
cept,” says Patricia Foster, RN,
PhD, emeritus professor, School
of Nursing, and coordinator of the
centennial research conference.
Dr. Foster is also a member of the
class of 1955. 
“Issues of inequality, vulnera-
ble populations, and access to
quality care are components of
that concept. Providing health
care using research-based (evi-
dence-based) information is rec-
ognized and is being utilized
throughout the world.”
Keynote speaker for the con-
ference was Martha Hill, RN, PhD,
FAAN, dean, the Johns Hopkins
University School of Nursing. Dr.
Hill presented “Unequal
Treatment: Confronting Ethnic
and Racial Disparities in Health.”
“This conference was a gener-
ous gift to the School of Nursing
from the class of 1955,” remarks
Helen King, RN, PhD. “We appre-
ciate the opportunity this confer-
A panel discussion was held to answer attendees’ questions on “Fairness and
Access to Quality Health Care.” Pictured, from left, are Gerald Winslow, PhD,
moderator; Patti Herring, PhD; Adey Nyamathi, RN, PhD, FAAN; Martha Hill,
RN, PhD, FAAN; and Lois Van Cleve, RN, PhD, FAAN.
ence gave us to highlight nursing
research and its contribution to
the science of caring.”
Other presenters were Marita
Titler, RN, PhD, FAAN, director of
research, quality, and outcomes
management, University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics; and Adey
Nyamathi, RN, PhD, FAAN,
Audrienne Moseley professor of
community health research and
associate dean for academic affairs,
School of Nursing, University of
California, Los Angeles.
In the afternoon, a panel dis-
cussion was held to discuss
“Fairness and Access to Quality
Health Care.” Drs. Hill and
Nyamathi took part in the discus-
sion along with Lois Van Cleve,
RN, PhD, FAAN, professor and
associate dean of the graduate
program in nursing, School of
Nursing, LLU.
Also represented on the panel
was Patti Herring, PhD, assistant
professor of health promotion and
education, School of Public
Health.
“There are obvious disparities
in access (to health care) that exist
in our society, not to mention the
rest of the world,” says Gerald
Winslow, PhD, vice chancellor for
spiritual life & wholeness, LLU,
and moderator on the panel.
“The primary goal of the panel
was to help participants under-
stand the complexities involved in
basing decisions on sound evi-
dence and then translating these
decisions into the provision of
health care that is equitably
accessible,” he notes.
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Anna-May Vaughan ’45, ’58 is
retired in Harrah, Oklahoma.
Unofficially, she is on call to any
resident in her retirement commu-
nity that needs health information
or help. Anna-May is also caregiver
to her sister, Olive Vaughan
Blumenshein ’44, ’60. “Our home
here is very comfortable and our
community friendships keep us
happy. E-mail keeps us in touch
with our other friends around the
world,” she writes.
Eleene Mattison-Jacobsen ’47 is
now retired and attends the Costa
Mesa Seventh-day Adventist
Church. She enjoys her garden, five
children, and 12 grandkids. Two of
her four sons, Wayne and Bruce,
are graduates of Loma Linda
University School of Medicine;
Mike, an orthodontist, received his
dental degree from LLU; and Gary
is an attorney in Orange, California.
Her daughter, Cheryl, is the secre-
tary for the Crosswalk Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Redlands,
California. Eleene hopes to make it
out to LLU for the Centennial
Celebration.
Alice A. Breech Dachary ’48
retired at age 61 after 13 years
working for Channel 2 CBS in Los
Angeles, California. She currently
enjoys life in Claremont,
California, where she has lived
since 1984, and looks forward to
visits from her grandchildren, Ariel
Rae, 18; and Scott Vincent, 16.
Alice’s husband, Vincent, recently
passed away on August 22, 2004.
Joyce (Wilson) Hopp ’48 retired as
the dean of the School of Allied
Health Professions, Loma Linda
University, in December 2002, but
she continues teaching in both the
SAHP and the School of Public
Health. Her first priority, however, is
babysitting for her daughter, Helen
Hopp Marshak, so she can continue
to teach in the SPH. She has two pre-
cious grandsons: Jason, 2 and a half;
and Jeffrey, 6 months. Joyce’s hus-
band, Kenneth, died last year. Though
he received excellent care at the Jerry
L. Pettis Memorial VA Medical Center,
a cure wasn’t possible.
Barbara (Babienco) Sturges ’50 is
now fully retired in Woodland,
California, after living in Ethiopia,
Kentucky, Ohio, Colorado, and
Arizona. Her husband, Hubert F.
Sturges, MD, worked at the
Turlock Medical Clinic for 20
years while Barbara raised their
three children: Lynn Del Newbold;
Sylvia Barton, RN; and Paul H.
Sturges, MD, an ’85 graduate of
LLU. Barbara and Hubert are
enjoying their retirement years
and are still very busy.
Frances Foster ’57B and her hus-
band, Dr. Ray Foster, recently
moved to Hermosa, South Dakota,
to join the medical team at the
Black Hills Health and Education
Center. Each month a group of 10
to 24 guests arrives for a three-
week lifestyle program. She writes,
“It is rewarding to see how these
guests fit in with their program
and new lifestyle habits and most
of them are (or become) open to
the spiritual help available…. The
group dynamic and friendship
they form during this time often
continue after they leave.
Sometimes guests return to further
encourage their health or bring
friends with them. This is a won-
derful experience.”
Nancy Moore ’59 is retired after
25 years of geriatric nursing. She
has two children. Her daughter,
Sheri, 40, a teacher in San Diego,
California, just found out she has
breast cancer and will be treated
Joyce (Wilson) Hopp ’48
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with radiation until Christmas.
Nancy is also planning a visit to
Salt Lake City, Utah, to visit her
granddaughter, Mia.
Harriet E. (Dinsmore) Johnson ’63
is still enjoying opportunities to serve
in her Avon Park, Florida, commu-
nity through parish nursing and the
local squadron of the Civil Air Patrol.
She and her husband, Harold, occa-
sionally enjoy a few days in
Tennessee, where they can be a part
of their grandchildren’s lives.
Shirley (Bowen) Finneman ’67
recently enjoyed a Global Missions
trip with her husband, Gerald;
daughter, Kim; and other church
members to Batangas, Philippines.
She writes, “Each of us had a dif-
ferent church. [This was] the first
time I had ever done an evangelis-
tic series where I did the speak-
ing…with an interpreter. None of
us will forget the night the topic
was the Second Coming. I had just
felt a small tremor as I came to the
platform. When I asked how many
felt it, only a few hands went up. I
started to wax eloquent about
when Jesus comes there will be
lightning and thunder and angels
and everyone would see Him,
when a real earthquake hit. The
building structure shook, lights
started swinging, and I grabbed the
pulpit to keep from falling. Then it
was over. But, all of us were might-
ily impressed with the reality of
His coming. Only one of the other
churches even felt a slight tremor.”
When not serving in the mission
field, Shirley enjoys life in
Coarsegold, California.
Since graduation, Charlaine (Awe)
Macaulay ’68 has lived in
Sunnydale, California, and
Molokai, Hawaii (for three years),
where she worked with a native
Hawaiian man who required home
hemodialysis. Charlaine now lives
in beautiful Santa Barbara,
California, where she works at the
local blood bank. Previous blood
bank experience includes five
years she spent at Stanford
University along with years at
other private blood banks in
California. Charlaine writes, “I
enjoy helping others as they help
save lives thus giving people
another tomorrow!”
Gayle (Svendsen) Butler ’76 has
worked in the operating room for
24 years. She is currently the spe-
cialty lead for general gynecology
and urology services at Anaheim
Memorial Medical Center, where
she has worked for the past 22
years. Gayle is a member of the
Association of periOperative
Registered Nurses and has her
CNOR certification. “The education
I received at LLUSN has proven to
be a great foundation for my nurs-
ing career!” writes Gayle. She and
her husband, James, have two chil-
dren: daughter, Betzi Butler Bodell
’01, married in October 2003 and
now living in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, where she works as a
pediatric ICU nurse; and son,
Joseph, 23, who graduated in 2003
from the University of North Dakota
with a bachelor’s degree in aeronau-
tics and commercial aviation.
Jennifer Centerwall Dysinger ’82
and her family returned to the
United States after 16 years overseas
in 2001. For the past three years,
Jennifer, her husband, Edwin, and
their three children: Evangeline, 20;
Caroline, 18; and Paul, 14, have been
living in Silverton, Oregon, taking
care of Jennifer’s father. Her three
sisters live nearby and it has truly
been a blessing to reconnect with
them. Recently, Jennifer and family
moved to Amity, Arkansas, where
Gayle (Svendsen) Butler and daughter
Continues to next page
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Bernice Sandness Palmer ’29
passed away on April 19, 2004,
just short of her 96th birthday.
She had worked as a nurse until
turning 65. Her daughter, Judith
Palmer Miller, writes, “Bernice
enjoyed a wonderful life. She was
loved by all, as she was always
cheerful and giving.”
Audrey Quay Hon ’51 was born
in Boggabri, New South Wales,
Australia, on October 25, 1926,
and died on September 25, 2003,
of cancer in Bradbury, California,
at the age of 76. In 1948, she
married Edward H. Hon, a 1951
graduate of the School of
Medicine. She had worked for
many years as a labor and deliv-
ery nurse at various hospitals.
Audrey also volunteered for the
Red Cross from 1954 until she
became ill. Among her other
accomplishments, Audrey
received a bachelor’s degree in
sociology in 1976 from California
State University, Los Angeles,
California, and a master’s in
Joy enjoyed expressing herself in
journals and poetry. She loved to
cook and entertain her friends
with food from “Joy’s Kitchen” and
would experiment and try new and
different recipes. She was very
involved with the “Hands of
Hope,” a support group for breast
cancer survivors. She especially
valued relationships and treasured
the moments she spent with
friends and relatives. But most of
all she was devoted to her husband
and her beloved boys, Joshua and
Ian.
social science in 1981 from Azusa
Pacific University, Azusa,
California.
Catherine Joy Rotua Siahaan ’85
passed away September 25, 2004.
She was born in Penang, Malaysia,
on April 20, 1963, to Evelyn and
Jan Hatauruk. After finishing her
nursing degree in 1985, she began
working at Loma Linda Univeristy
Medical Center. In 1993, she mar-
ried Thoman Siahaan. Joy, as she
was known to many of her friends,
was involved in praising and uplift-
ing God’s name as a musician/
pianist at local Adventist churches
in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
She had a passion for music and
worked to bring mainstream con-
temporary Christian music to the
Adventist worship experience.
From an early age, she became a
voracious reader and could be
seen as a young child riding her
bike to the univeristy library with
a basket containing a grocery bag
full of books she had checked out.
A wonderful and creative writer,
| in memory |
Catherine Joy Rotua Siahaan
she and Edwin will teach at
Ouachita Hills College and Caroline
and Paul will attend Ouachita Hills
Academy. Evangeline married dur-
ing the summer of 2003 and is now
living in northern California with
her husband.
For the last three years, Melissa
Post-Sissons ’99 and her husband,
Gilbert Sissons, have been volunteer
missionaries in Guyana. Melissa is
working as a school nurse at a local
government clinic and arranged
with Loma Linda University Medical
Center to bring a patient from her
village to Loma Linda for heart sur-
gery in May 2005. She writes, “God
is truly blessing our efforts as mis-
sionaries.” Melissa and Gilbert have
one daughter, Abigail, born
September 6, 2002.
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Greetings Alumni,
It is my great pleasure to announce that Loma Linda University School of Nursing is developing a
100-year anniversary commemorative book. The goal is to have it ready for the Loma Linda University
centennial event to be held in early November.
It is the hope of the contributors of this book that it will represent all the wonderful and memorable
qualities of the School including the faculty, students, and alumni. As the first school at Loma Linda
University, this story represents our story. Many hours of planning, preparation, writing, and editing
have gone into this book. 
With chapters on our history, our development as a university school of nursing, groundbreaking
research, international outreach, and the work of our alumni association, this attractively bound book
will definitely be worth the purchase price. 
More information on how and where to purchase your School of Nursing centennial book will be sent
to you in the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your continued support!
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Loma Linda NURSE is interested in hearing about your life since you graduated from the School of Nursing.
Here are some of the things we would like to use in our alumni news section, “Near and far.” We would like to
know about your professional achievements, research, awards, graduations, interesting stories, what is happening
in your career or family life, travel, moves, marriages, and births or deaths.
Just send or e-mail information to us, and we will write it up for you. If you have been featured in local news-
papers, send us a copy of the clipping. Your story may even become the basis for a feature story.
If you have a current picture of yourself, we’d appreciate receiving that too. We look forward to hearing from you!
First name: Last name (including maiden name if applicable):
Year(s) of LLU graduation; degree(s) received:
Address:
City: State: Zip: Country:
Home phone: E-mail:
Spouse’s name (including maiden name if applicable):
Children’s names, birthdates, and connection to LLU (if any):
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